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be prime minister, be the event what it may?
And has he unworthily deceived me ? Or was it
only his intention to acquire from Baron Reede
such information as might aid him to combat the
proposition of Count Hertzberg? The Dutch am-
bassador wished to persuade me of the first. I
imagine he is sincere; yet, to own the truth, the
public would echo his opinion, for the Duke is in
high renown for deceit. But here I ought to
oppose the testimony of Count Hertzberg him-
self, who owned that the idea was his own,
and who bitterly repeated, more than once, "AhI
had not the Duke deserted me I" It is necessary
to have heard the expression and the accent to
form any positive opinion on the subject, which
to a certain point may be warranted.

January 5th.

I found Baron Reede at the rendezvous, in
the same temper of mind; and, if possible, more
fervent, more zealous. The only delicacy in acting
he required was that I should not say he had
written; in order, as he observed, that, should

these advances still fail in their effect,  a greater
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